
he MHSFCA is announcing that Larry Merx, the long time 
Executive Director of the Michigan High School Football Coaches 
Association, has retired from his position as Executive Director. 
The MHSFCA wants to THANK Larry for his guidance, mentor-
ship and selfless dedication. Larry’s vision and leadership has 

helped to guide the Association for decades. 
 Larry has done an amazing job with the MHSFCA. He has served the 
organization for nearly 50 years in a variety of leadership roles. Larry has 

Larry Merx, center, receives a recognition plaque for his years of service as the MHSFCA 
Executive Director. The plaque was presented by John Herrington, MHSFCA President, 
left, and Mark Dantonio, MSU, right.
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MHSFCA
Meetings & 

Important Dates

The MHSFCA NEWSLETTER is the 
official publication of the Michigan 
High School Football Coaches Associ-
ation with the expressed aim of keep-
ing Michigan High School football 
coaches informed of developments in 
their profession.

NEWSLETTER
Encourages

Contributors 
Deadline for Submissions

for May Newsletter
— April 15—

Cindy Farley, Editor 
cell: (517) 927-4098
work:  (517) 589-8200 x106
PO Box 67
Leslie, MI 49251
email: 
cindy.farley@lesliek12.net

MHSFCA
OFFICERS 2019

PRESIDENT
Andrew Pratley, St. Joseph

pratleyac@gmail.com

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
Jim Sparks, Clawson

jsparks@clawson.k12.mi.us

TREASURER
Grant Fanning, Chelsea

fanningg@salineschools.org

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Doug Bess, Battle Creek Central

dougbess12@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Scott Farley, Jackson

jhighfootball@gmail.com

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Al Slamer

allenslamer@gmail.com

DIRECTORS

Region 1
North - Andy Crouch, Lake Linden-Hubbell 

crouchan@lakelinden.k12.mi.us
South - John Croze, Calumet  

jcroze@clkschools.org

Region 2
Tim Peterson - Maple City Glen Lake

tphomeinspect@gmail.com
Greg Vaughan, Traverse City West

gvaughan@gtacs.org

Region 3
Tim Parker, Muskegon Oakridge

tparker@oakridgeschools.org
Monty Price, Reed City

mprice@reedcity.k12.mi.us

Region 4
Doug Haggart, Clare

BigHags@clare.k12.mi.us
Bill Wheeler, Freeland

bwheeler@bridgeportmi.org

Region 5
Dennis Hopkins, Linden

dhop16@aol.com 
Jason McIntyre, Mt. Pleasant

jmcintyre@mtpleasant.edzone.net

Region 6
Ryan Oshnock, West Ottawa

oshnockr@westottawa.net
Gasper Giarmo, Zeeland-West

ggiarmo@bcpsk12.net

Region 7
Mark Blaesser, Vicksburg
mblaesser@gulllakecs.org

Region 8
Lorin Granger, Battle Creek Central

lgranger@allstate.com
Shawn Griffith, Constantine

sgriffith@constps.org

Region 9
Rob Zimmerman, Dewitt

zimmerma@dewittschools.net
Charlie Otlewski, Haslett

otlewsca@haslett.k12.mi.us

Region 10
Dan Terryberry, Onsted

terryberry.d@onstedschools.us
Jason Mensing, Whiteford

wmensing@yahoo.com

Region 11
Steve Verburg, Elkton-Pigeon-Bayport

s.verburg@yahoo.com
Chris Gilliam, Birch Run

CGilliam@birchrun.k12.mi.us

Summer Meeting
21 June 2019

SVSU Conference Center

East / West 
All Star Game
22 June 2019

Saginaw Valley

Michigan High 
School Football 

Coaches Association

37th Annual

East / West 
All Star Game

at

Saginaw Valley 
State 

University

22 June 2019
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Committee Chairs
Academic All State

Al Boydston, Onsted
Greg Dolson, Tecumseh

Adrenaline Reading Award
Mark Thomas, Brighton 

All-Star
Jim Sparks, Clawson

Apparel
Tony Ceccacci, Ortonville-Brandon

Assistant Coach Award
Pat Maloney, McBain

Clinic
Jerry Rabideau, Spring Lake 

Ethics
Gus Kapolka, Cedar Springs

Fran Herrington Award
Gasper Giarmo, Zeeland West

Finance
Grant Fanning, Chelsea

Hall Of Fame
Jack Carlson, Holland West Ottawa

Historian
Jack Carlson, Holland West Ottawa

Honorary Membership
Roger Bearss, Millington

Jim Crowley Award
Larry Sellers, Traverse City St. Francis 

Leadership
Jim Neumann, Flint Powers

Membership 
Steve Wilson, Fruitport

MHSAA Liaison
Brad Bush, Chelsea

MHSCA Liaison
Larry Merx, Chelsea

Newsletter
Cindy Farley, Leslie

Partnerships
Al Slamer, Albion College

Playoff
Andrew Pratley, St. Joseph

Greg Vaughan, Traverse City West

Political Action
Eric Redmond - Monroe

Public Relations
Andy Patterson, De La Salle

Recruiting
Marcus Dukes, Cedar Springs

Rules
Tom Barbieri, Jackson

Scholarship
Kelly Luplow, Clare

Social Media
Dan Terryberry, Onsted

Youth Football
TBD

Web Site
Steve Wilson, Fruitport

DIRECTORS

Region 12
Brian Lemons, Brighton

lemons.brian@gmail.com
Mark Thomas, Brighton

thomasm@slcs.us

Region 13
Cory Parker, River Rouge
coachparker@gmail.com

Region 14
Roy Dudas, Detroit Catholic Central

tartarforlife@sbcglobal.net
Andy Patterson, De La Salle
appatterson1970@gmail.com

Region 15
Andre Harlan, Detroit Western

harlanandre@yahoo.com
Rod Oden, Harper Woods

roden01@hotmail.com

Region 16
Gary Griffith, Stoney Creek

ggriff628@gmail.com
Odell Johnson, Oak Park

odjohnson1@cs.com

Region 17
Jim Sparks, Clawson

jsparks@clawson.k12.mi.us
Patrick Threet, St. Clair Shores Lakeview

pthreet@scslakeview-k12.com

Region 18
Bill Brown, Deckerville

deckervillefb@yahoo.com
Don Sherrod, Tri Unity

dons@tucs.org

*** Region 18 includes all 8-Man football teams.

Even number Regions elected in even years. 
Odd number Regions elected in odd years.

Past Presidents
Dave Driscoll, Jackson Parkside ‘72-’73

Dutch Schrotenboer, Alpena ‘74
Bud Breed, Portage Northern ‘75

Ron Holland, North Farmington ‘76
Ivan Muhlenkamp, St. Joseph ‘77

Jeff Smith, East Lansing ‘78
Harley Pierce, Sturgis ‘79

Walt Braun, Marysville ‘80
Jim Ooley, Traverse City ‘81

Tom Fagan, Ypsilanti ‘82
Dick Harris, Harrison ‘83

Arnie Besonen, Owen-Gage ‘84
Dick Look, Tawas ‘85

Terry Rose, Stevensville-Lakeshore ‘86
Mark Covert, Fenton ‘87

John Dean, Detroit Northern ‘88
Dan Lauer, Benton Harbor ‘89

Jim Ahern, Ithaca ‘90
Tom Moshimer, Plymouth Salem ‘91

Bob Knight, Portage Central ‘92
Dave Woodcock, Jenison ‘93
Dennis Zbozen, Romeo ‘94

Bill Tucker, Flint Powers ‘95
Larry Rueger, Mona Shores/Fruitport ‘96

Larry Merx, Ann Arbor Huron ‘97
Jack Schugars, Muskegon Oakridge ‘98

Larry Sellers, Traverse City St. Francis ‘99
Tim Klein, Roscommon ‘00
Keith Froelich, Okemos ‘01

Jim Clawson, Monroe St. Mary’s Catholic ‘02
Bob Scheloske, South Lyon ‘03

Mike Wojda, Alpena ‘04
Pete Coll, Center Line ‘05

Jim Buttson, Allen Park, ‘06
Al Slamer, Battle Creek Central, ‘07

Dave Larkin, Jenison ‘08
Brad Grayvold, Norway ‘09
Steve Wilson, Fruitport ‘10

Jack Wallace, Fowlerville ‘11
Doug Bess, Battle Creek Central ‘12

Keith Stephens, Southfield Lathrop ‘13
Kelly Luplow, Clare ‘14

Ed Greenman, BC Harper Creek ‘15
Brad Bush, Chelsea ‘16

Drake Wilkins ‘17
John Herrington ‘18
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been a tireless worker for the game of football in not only 
Michigan but also around the entire country. He has left a 
lasting impact that will effect generations of players and 
coaches. 
 Larry was a four year letter winner and All-MIAA 
player at Adrian College. He earned his Masters Degree 
from Eastern Michigan University. Larry and his fabu-
lous wife, Kay (a valuable asset in her own right for the 
MHSFCA), have been married for 50 years! They have 
two children (Katie and John) and three grandchildren. 
 The Larry Merx coaching resume in both football 
and track is an impressive roster of schools and success: 
Adrian College, Tecumseh, West Bloomfield, Erie-Mason, 
Dexter, Ypsilanti (11 years), Ann Arbor Huron (17 years) 
and since 2013, Chelsea. 
 Larry began his MHSFCA time as a Regional Direc-
tor and the Chair of the Placement Committee. He began 
doing the Newsletter in 1979 and added to his duties the 
All Star Program in 1985. Larry could always see the big 
picture of any issue. His “get it done attitude” and strong 
organizational skills have helped move the MHSFCA in 
a stable and positive direction. 
 Larry assumed the role of Executive Director in 2006 
when the Executive Director at that time, Don Lessner, 

Larry Merx retires as MHSFCA Executive Director
continued from page 1

became ill and passed away. Larry has guided the MHSFCA 
since then with a steady hand helping the organization to 
grow into one of the most successful high school coaching 
associations in the country. 
 As Executive Director, Larry took the concept of a 
“brick and mortar” Hall of Fame and transitioned that 
idea into our current innovative Virtual Hall of Fame. 
His work with other state coaching associations has been 
instrumental in the promotion of high school football 
nationwide. The improved working relationship between 
the MHSFCA and MHSAA will serve as one of the great 
legacies of Larry’s tenure. 
 In Larry’s words: “The game of football includes 
everything you need to have a productive life from devel-
oping a work ethic to becoming a dependable member of 
a team”. 
 All Larry’s friends, colleagues and football family 
members wish Larry and Kay continued Good Luck, 
Good Health, Happiness, Success and many more Grand 
Adventures. 
 
THANKS FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE 

FOR THE MHSFCA! 

MHSFCA Hall of Fame Memorial
On behalf of the entire Michigan High school Football Coaches Association, Board of Directors and members of our 
association, we honor the memory of the MHSFCA Hall of Fame inductees listed below. Their love of the game and 
love of coaching helped build programs, helped boys become men, and taught valuable life lessons both on and off 
the field. We commend their sacrifice, commitment and dedication to the game of football.

•David Woodcock, Jenison, HOF Class of 1986. Passed away January 4, 2018.
•George Barcheski, East Grand Rapids, HOF Class of 1986.  Passed away March 17, 2018.
•Carl Foster, Onekama, HOF Class of 1995. Passed away August 22, 2018.
• Lee Hall, Alpena, HOF Class of 2005. Passed away December 21, 2018.
•Duane “Dewey” Lane, Wakefield, HOF Class of 1988. Passed September 29, 2018.
•Bob Blacquiere, Grand Rapids South Christian, HOF Class of 2013. Passed away October 5, 2018.
•Robert Wyman, Kalamazoo Christian, HOF Class of 1987. Passed away October 27, 2018.

If you know of a Hall of Fame coach who has passed away, please email the information listed below to 
cindy.farley@lesliek12.net and it will be added to this memorial.

 •Name     •School •Year inducted to Hall of Fame   •Date passed
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Founded: August 15, 1955 

854 Marshall Street, Portland, MI   48875                                                    Website: mhsca.org 

Jim Okler, Executive Director                                           Mark F. Holdren, Exec. Secretary 
Cell: (734) 223-8490                                                     Cell: (517) 526-4575 

E-Mail:  MHSCA1954@gmail.com                                       

Executive Board 
 

Executive Director: 
  Jim Okler 

Executive  Secretary: 
  Mark F. Holdren 

President: 
  Steve Porter 

1st Vice President 
  Larry Merx 

2nd Vice President 
  Tim krafchak  
3rd Vice President 
  Vacant  

 

 

Executive Committees 

Rich Tompkins Multi-Sport 
Athlete Award 
  Larry Merx 

Service Award 
  Mike Jolly 

 

 

Member Associations 

MHSBCA:  Baseball 

BCAM:  Basketball 

MHSIBCA:  Bowling 

CCCAM:  Competitive Cheer 

MHSFCA:  Football 

MIGCA:  Golf 

MHSGCJA: Gymnastics 

MHSLCA: Men’s Lacrosse 

MWLCA: Women’s Lacrosse 

MHSSCA:  Skiing 

MHSSCA:  Softball 

MISCA:  Swimming & Diving 

MHSTeCA:  Tennis 

MITCA: Track & Field &      
                Cross Country 

MIVCA:  Volleyball 

MWA:  Wrestling 

MHSCA-Rich Tompkins  
  Multi-Sport Athlete Award 

Each high school in the state of Michigan is eligible to submit one senior female and 
one senior male for MHSCA Rich Tompkins Multi-Sport award.  

*Athlete must have competed in a minimum of three sports for all four years of high 
school.  

*Online Application will launch February 2018   

*Application must be submitted by April 15 of each year.  

*One senior female and one senior male in each class (A,B,C,D) will be selected.  

*Awards will be presented at senior events of the student’s high school.  

Each of the nominees are evaluated on the basis of their athletic achievements (both as 
a individual and a team member), scholastics, leadership and service.  

All of the nominees receive a certificate from the MHSCA in honor of being their 
school’s candidate.  Additionally, one boy and one girl from each of the four classifica-
tion of schools (A, B, C, D) receive a plaque as the MHSCA Rich Tompkins State Multi-
Sport Athlete of the Year.   

For more information contact Mr. Larry Merx, MHSCA 1st Vice President at: larry-
merx@gmail.com  or Go to MHSCA.org  

or click on the link  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEqWL2u8QYzR_-L_bXgjUxGt1tdlEq1sGbWEUK6NRTTVuKJQ/viewform?usp=sf_link 

 

Reminder all nominations are due: 15 April 2018 

MHSCA-Rich Tompkins
Multi-Sport Athlete Award

Each high school in the state of Michigan is eligible to submit one senior female and one senior male 
for MHSCA Rich Tompkins Multi-Sport award. 
	 •	Athlete	must	have	competed	in	a	minimum	of	three	sports	for	all	four	years	of	high	school.	
	 •	Online	Application	will	launch	February	25,	2019	
	 •	Application	must	be	submitted	by	April	15	of	each	year.	
	 •	One	senior	female	and	one	senior	male	in	each	class	(A,B,C,D)	will	be	selected.	
	 •	Awards	will	be	presented	at	senior	events	of	the	student’s	high	school.	

Each	of	the	nominees	is	evaluated	on	the	basis	of	their	athletic	achievements	(both	as	an	individual	
and	as	a	team	member),	scholastic	accomplishments,	leadership	and	service.	

Each	of	the	qualified	nominees	will	receive	a	certificate	from	the	MHSCA	in	honor	of	being	their	
school’s	candidate.	

One	male	and	one	female	from	each	of	the	four	classifications	of	schools	(A,	B,	C,	D)	will	receive	a	
plaque as the MHSCA Rich Tompkins State Multi-Sport Athlete of the Year. 

For	more	information	contact	Larry	Merx,	MHSCA,	at:	larrymerx@gmail.com	or	go	to	MHSCA.org	

Nominations will be accepted only from school Athletic Directors or Principals and should be 
made at:
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEqWL2u8QYzR_-L_bXgjUxGt1tdlEq1sGbWEU-
K6NRTTVuKJQ/viewform

Reminder 
Nominations are due: 15 April 2019
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Greeting Coaches,
 Officially, the 47th “Winners Circle Clinic” is in the 
books and it was the most successful in Lansing to date!
 The 47th annual “Winners Circle” Football Clinic 
continues to grow in Lansing. The clinic is hosted by 
the Michigan High School Football Coaches Association 
(MHSFCA). This year, like many previous, we brought 
together high school and college coaches from all over the 
state and Midwest. In addition to coaches, we brought 
in experts from the medical profession, professional 
leadership support, vendors, honored guests and even 
a speaker that focused on building “Mom” support. The 
47th Clinic was jam packed with a full variety of speakers 
and continues to provide our colleagues the best material 
to build your program. The MHSFCA continues to be the 
largest state clinic in the entire midwest!  Yes, bigger than 
Ohio’s!!
 Our association, for the past many years and always, 
has become very focused not only on the attack of our 
game, but also its safety. Each year our group visits, 
collaborates, and analyzes what other states are doing 
to build support and safety. Terry O’Neil (Practice Like 
Pro’s), speaker at this years clinic, has become one of the 
nations experts advocating for the safety of our game.  
State by state Terry visits each of the associations and 
shares the latest research of what others are doing and 
provides beneficial material for free to every coach on how 
to keep the game safe. We encourage you to visit Practice 
Like Pro’s at www.practicelikepros.com and review his 
material. Terry is a non-profit that is solely focused on 
sharing ways to keep the game forever!
 Lansing and its central location is working for our 
clinic. Every year our team sends out a survey and those 
that respond are in strong support that Lansing is a 
great place to host our function. The facilities are large 
yes, but it holds our group wonderfully minus the few 
parking problems and minor issues. The Lansing Radis-
son, Lansing Center, and Greater Lansing Convention & 
Visitors Bureau have been super allies for us.  They are 
providing many discounts for our organization and doing 
everything in their power to keep your costs down. We, 
like you love the days of Battle Creek. Putting it simply, 
we have way out grown the ability for that venue. Battle 
Creek will always hold a warm place in our hearts, but 
until another suitable facility is built, we must consider 
and continue to consider larger cities and venues. It is 

Lansing for now, but we are always looking.
 Our Clinic is much more than just football and its 
mechanics, we also use this time to recognize some of 
our state's most successful football coaches. Each year 
we recognize regional and state coaches of the year. As 
well, we give out our association's highest honors to a 
few coaches that have been an integral part of our game. 
Be sure to check out the rest of this newsletter and pay 
respects to this years recipients.  Congratulations to all of 
the winners!
 Live Demonstrations led by retired and very success-
ful Lowell Head Football Coach Noel Dean was a huge 
success!  Live Demonstrations have been done at the 
national level but have never been done at our state level. 
Noel approached our clinic staff, presented the idea and 
it was unanimously accepted by our team. We envision 
Live Demonstrations expanding next year! 

Live Demonstration Drills Dominate 47th 
Annual “Winners Circle Clinic”

MHSAA Brain Health session.
Mark Uhl, Executive Director, and Amy Teddy

by Jerry Rabideau, Clinic Chair

March 2019 MHSFCA NEWSLETTER Page 6



Here is a quick recap of the 2019 Clinic:

•13 College Coach Speakers

•Mark Dantonio(MSU), Matt Mitchell (GVSU), Jeff 
Brohm (Purdue), Tony Annese (FSU)

•38 High School Coach Speakers

•Amy Teddy Concussion Update

•1 Retired NFL Coach Speaker - Time Management

•1 Speaker on Injury Prevention

•Jason Feig - SAT College Board Resources

•3 Live Demonstration Sessions

•Terry O’Neil - Practice Like Pro’s

•Vendor Luncheon

•Staff Rates

•Awards Banquet

•75 + Sessions

Brain Health live presentation

•State Coach of the Year Awards

•Honored Awards

•2019 Hall of Fame Nominees

•Countless hours of football discussions and fun

•And of course countless hours of social!!!!

 We hope you enjoyed the clinic.  It is our hope to make 
each year bigger and better.  Thank you to all that partici-
pated from the speakers, attendees, vendors and guests. 
It is an honor to host this yearly event and we hope to see 
you back next year. A very special thank you to the clinic 
staff!!  You are a wonderful group to work with. Now it’s 
football season and work towards 2020 Clinic!

See you in Lansing in 2020!

Respectfully,
Jerry
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n December 6, the MHSFCA partnered with 
the National Football Foundation to honor 
twenty-two of the top high school players in 
Michigan at the 2018 Dream Team banquet.  

John Herrington of Farmington Harrison was also hon-
ored as the 2018 Dream Team coach.  Attendees heard 
speeches from Herrington, NFF Michigan chapter presi-
dent Tony Versaci, U of M head coach, Jim Harbaugh, 

MHFSCA Partners with National Football 
Foundation for the 2018 Dream Team Awards 

Scott Farley, Executive Director

Members of the 2018 
National Football 

Foundation Dream 
Team

as well as MSU players Cole Chewins and Khari Willis.
 Dream Team members were selected from the 
MHSFCA All State teams by members of the MHSFCA 
Board of Directors.  This was the first year of our partner-
ship with the NFF and we look forward to expanding and 
refining this partnership moving forward.

n February 10, approximately 372 coaches 
and athletes met at the downtown Radisson 
in Lansing for the leadership  conference. Our 
keynote speaker was the newly hired Central 

Michigan University Coach, Jim McElwain. Coach stress 
the importance in leadership by providing examples of 
it. Also,  stories about it help to hammer the importance 
of it to the student athletes. After his keynote address , 
the coaches were led to a separate room where a question 
and answer period took place. With the help of Coach 
Noel Dean a lot of great questions were answered - like 
the importance of a leadership council, qualities of great 
leaders and a number of other topics. While the coaches 
were in a separate room - the players were watching 
videos, answering and discussing questions and getting 

2019 Leadership Conference
to know players from a number 
of different schools. After lunch, 
the coaches and players came 
together to process everything 
they learned. The conference was 
a great success and next years 
will be at the same location on 
Monday, February 10. Please 
circle the date on your calen-
dar.  Finally a thank to Coach 
McElwain, the Radisson staff 
and Coach Dean and his Addix 
staff for donation of the t- shirts.

Jim Neumann, Leadership Chair

Photo courtesy: https://cmuchip-
pewas.com/staff.aspx?staff=325
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John Herrington received the 2018 
NFF Dream Team Coach of the 

Year Award

National Football Foundation 
2018 Dream Team Awards 

Keynote Speaker, Jim Harbaugh, 
University of Michigan

Tony Versaci, Director
Michigan Chapter, NFF

Michael R. Sadler Division 1 Scholar/Athlete 
Award winner, Cole Chewins, and Michael 

Sadler’s mother, Karen Sadler.

Keith Otterbein, Hillsdale College, intro-
ducing the Division 2 Scholar/Athlete 

Award winner, Charles J. Rose, 40 years 
after Keith won the award himself.

Pete Schmidt Courage Award winner, Larry 
Prout, Jr, with Grant Newsome, former U of M 

player (left) and Jim Harbaugh (right). Dan Musielewicz, Olivet College, accept-
ing the Division 3 Scholar/Athlete award on 

behalf of Trent Monroe.

Charles J. Rose, Division 2 
Scholar/Athlete Award winner

Keynote Speaker, Khari Willis, 
Michigan State University
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Dear Fellow MHSFCA Members, 
 As I begin my first year as your association President, 
I can’t help but be excited 
about football in the State 
of Michigan and where we 
are headed.  We have a state 
steeped in a tradition of excel-
lence and such a unique blend 
of geography and school size 
that makes football in Michi-
gan one of a kind. It is with 
those things in mind that I 
would like to address issues 
both from a state perspective and that of our association. 
 First, football in our state is in an ever-changing land-
scape.  The recent years of concussion concerns have given 
us many challenges, including fear, which has led to the 
decrease in participation.  I believe our game has never 
been safer. That is not to say that we can’t work to do even 
more, or that the risk of injury is not present.  However, 
with an increasingly productive partnership with the 
MHSAA, we have found much common ground in order 
to continue to promote and improve this great game.  
 We are working on a new proposal to redefine contact 
practice and again limit the time that live contact is occur-
ing in practice. We believe that through adding a THUD 
definition, we will be able to achieve more realistic prac-
tice and still truly teach the game in a safe, professional 
manner.  We believe that these changes will continue 
our progression in making the game as safe as possible, 
which means limiting opportunities for additional injury, 
while giving ample time to teach proper fundamentals 
of the game, including tackling, so our young people are 
technically sound during competition.  
 We are also working to address youth football and 
trying to ensure that our future players are taught both 
the fundamentals of the game and the love and respect 
for it as well. 
 Secondly, our association is in a great place.  We 
have been blessed with many years of great leadership 
throughout the organization that has allowed us to see 
membership grow, in addition to continuous improve-
ments to our awards, clinic, and all-star game. However, 
as with all things, we are addressing ever-changing times 
and ever-changing needs.   Therefore, we will be under-
going an overhaul of our board of directors and the way 
our organization operates.  
 This year we have begun restructuring by changing the 

form of our executive board.   We are adding the position 
of Chief Financial Officer to the board to complement that 
of the current Executive Director role. We are thrilled to 
have two great leaders in those roles with Al Slamer and 
Scott Farley taking the reigns at those respective positions.  
 This year there will also be a change in how we 
determine regional directors. For the first time ever, 
regional directors will be selected based on division and 
geography.  Each division will be broken down into four 
regions, and we will have one director from each region.  
This will give us a total of 36 regional directors as well as 
an additional 9 at-large directors that will be appointed 
by the Executive Board to ensure we have a diverse range 
of directors.  We believe this will better serve our orga-
nization and also allow for us to have a couple of other 
additional benefits. 
 First, our regional coach of the year award will then 
be evenly distributed amongst all divisions. Second, it 
will allow us to nominate and choose all-region teams 
for the first time in each division.  Those teams will then 
be taken to a state-level meeting to choose our all-state 
teams and ultimately our dream team.  
 With this significant change we will be seeking several 
new directors.  Currently our smallest schools tend to be 
the most underrepresented divisions; however, I would 
personally like to encourage all of you to run for a seat 
in this year’s elections.  
 We need input from all of our coaches to ensure 
the game we love continues to thrive and evolve in our 
state.  Remember, it is not our game to call our own, but 
rather we are a mere snapshot in time, and it is our duty 
to protect and grow the game of football. 
 I look forward to serving you over the next few years 
and would encourage you to reach out to me at any time 
with questions or concerns at  pratleyac@gmail.com 

Yours in football, 
 
Andrew Pratley
President, MHSFCA 
 
 

Andrew Pratley takes the reigns as President

Andrew Pratley, 
MHSFCA President
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2019 Jim Crowley Award Winner
teve Wilson is this year’s Jim Crowley Award 
winner.  Steve is a 1973 graduate of Muskegon 
High School where he lettered in football, swim-
ming and wrestling.  In swimming, he set the 
school record in the 400 freestyle in 1970.  In 

football, he was a member of the 1971 team which won a 
mythical football championship, was captain in 1972, all 
conference in 1971 and 1972, and was Honorable Mention 
All State in 1972.  As a wrestler, he was the city champion 
and district champion at 185 lb. weight class in 1973.  In 
addition to the above, he was presented with the Clayton 
L. Beach Senior Athlete award in 1973.
 Steve attended Michigan State University and gradu-
ated in the spring of 1978.  He got his first teaching position 
at Muskegon High School in the fall of 1978 and taught 
special education, computer science and physical educa-
tion until 1989.  While at Muskegon, he coached football, 
wrestling, swimming and track.  He was an assistant coach 
on the 1986 mythical Class A State Championship team.
 In 1989, Steve became head football coach and a teacher 
at Fruitport High School.  He spent twenty-three years as 
the head football coach at Fruitport with a 148-79 record, six 
conference championships, thirteen playoff appearances, 
one district championship, two regional championships 
and one state final appearance.  In addition, he was named 

regional coach of the year five times by the Michigan High 
School Football Coaches Association and one year as the 
MHSFCA coach of the year.  He was named Muskegon 
area Coach of the Year three times and conference Coach of 
the Year twice.  He assisted in wrestling and track during 
his years at Fruitport.  Steve retired from teaching and 
coaching in 2012.
 He has been involved with the MHSFCA since 1986.  
He was a regional director on the board of directors from 
1997-2008.  An officer from 2002-2010 and was our presi-
dent in 2010.  He was also inducted into the MHSFCA 
Hall of Fame in 2010 and has served on the website and 
membership committees from 2012 to the present, as well 
as working with the past presidents.
 Steve has worked with Special Olympics, American 
Red Cross, Fruitport Lions Club and serves on his church’s 
board of trustees.  In addition, he has taken part in build-
ing wheelchair ramps all over the Muskegon area for the 
past twenty some years! 
 He married his high school sweetheart, Holly in 1977.  
They will celebrate 42 years of marriage in June.  They 
have two grown children, Melissa and Phillip, and four 
grandchildren, Grace, Isabella, Brayden and Landen. 
 Congratulations, Steve!

Larry Sellers presents the Jim 
Crowley award to Steve. Steve’s acceptance speech.

Steve Wilson
2019 Jim Crowley Award winner
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2019 MHSFCA Clinic Banquet Highlights
Coach of the Year award winners

Not Present
Division 3 Coach of the Year

Tyrone Spencer, Detroit Martin Luther King

Division 6 Coach of the Year
Pat Collins, Montague

Division 2 / 8 Man Coach of the Year
Steve Ostrenga, Rapid River

Division 1
Coach of the Year

Scott Merchant
Chippewa Valley

Division 2
Coach of the Year

Mike Giovonnia
Warren DeSalle

Division 4
Coach of the Year

Kevin Bartz
Edwardsburg

Division 5
Coach of the Year

Craig Tibbe
Unity Christian

Division 7
Coach of the Year

Clint Galvas
New Lothrop

Division 8
Coach of the Year

Rick Bailey
Reading

Division 1/8 Man
Coach of the Year

Kendall Crockett
Morrice
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2019 MHSFCA Clinic Banquet Highlights
Women of the Year 

award winners

Kathy Diorio
Battle Creek Lakeview
and 
John Herrington, 2018 
MHSFCA President

Monica Kiefer
Brighton
and 
John Herrington, 2018 
MHSFCA President

Linda Ishbia
Walled Lake Western
and 
John Herrington, 2018 
MHSFCA President

Bonnie Garofalo 
SCS Lakeview
and 
John Herrington, 2018 
MHSFCA President

Steve Spicer Leadership 
award winners

Lenny Dantinne
Millington

Jason Katt
Benzie Central

Kelly Luplow
Clare
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CUSTOM PRINTED ATHLETIC  
FACILITY ENHANCEMENTS THAT  

BUILD SCHOOL SPIRIT AND CREATE  
COMMUNITY EXCITEMENT

WINDOW GRAPHICS

800-898-3022 I sourceonedigital.com
YOUR IMAGE IS OUR PRIORITY!

concept | design | printing | finishing | fulfillment | installation

INTERIOR GRAPHICS AND DECOR

STADIUM GRAPHICS

BLEACHER GRAPHICS

HALL OF FAME SIGNAGE, AWARDS, AND RECOGNITION

ORDER YOUR TEAM 
SCHEDULE BANNER TODAY 

TO PROMOTE NEXT SEASON!

Contact Steve ‘Coach’ Wilson today! 
coach@sourceonedigital.com 

616-935-2066

Custom Printed Graphics

PREFERRED PARTNER OF MHSFCA

WIND SCREEN AND FENCE WRAPS
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MHSFCA
Membership Benefits

Did you know that:
One of the benefits of 

MHSFCA membership is 
liability insurance through the 

MHSCA and NOCAD.
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
As a membership benefit, coverage is provided by the Commercial 
General Liability Policy issued to the National Organization of 
Coaches Association Directors. This policy will provide general 
liability coverage to the Michigan High School Coaches Association 
and its members. 
 
 
  

 
 

Houston Casualty Company 
 
 
 
 
 

August 1, 2015– August 1, 2016 
 
 
 
 

 
$1,000,000             Each Occurrence 
$1,000,000             General Aggregate  (per Member) 
$1,000,000             Products/Completed Operations 
$1,000,000   Personal & Advertising Injury 
$   300,000   Fire Damage 
$    25,000    Sexual Abuse (per Member) 
Excluded Medical Payments 

 
    
 
 
 
 Participant Legal Liability for insured members 
 Liability assumed under insured written contract 
 Defense Cost outside limits 
 
 
 
 
 The use of automobiles, buses, watercraft and aircraft  
 Property of others in the care, custody, and control of the 

insured. 
 This insurance does not apply to members that coach at an All-

Star game that is not approved by your state coaches 
association. 

 
 

 
 
Today, most Coaches are involved in some type of sports camp.  
Please note that our General Liability Program follows insured 
members while working at camps and/or conducting their own 
personal camp.   

 
 
 

 
 
In addition, Participant/Accident Coverage is available for coaches 
and/or participants.  Should an accident occur during a camp, clinic 
or event, this secondary coverage could help offset the loss 
suffered by families affected by such accidents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 If a member has a camp and requires proof of insurance, 

certificates are at no additional charge. 
 
 If a member has a camp and requires a certificate of insurance 

naming an Additional Insured on the General Liability Policy, the 
cost is $125.00. 

 
 Participant/Accident Coverage must be in place for all 

participants prior to the issuance of a certificate of insurance 
naming an Additional Insured on the General Liability Policy. 

 
 Certificates of Insurance and Participant/Accident request forms 

are available on our website: www.loomislapann.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

www.loomislapann.com 
(P) 800-566-6479 | (F) 518-792-3426 

 
Greg Joly        gjoly@loomislapann.com 
Lori George   lgeorge@loomislapann.com 
Karen Boller kboller@loomislapann.com 
 

 
Disclaimer: This is an insurance overview for summary purposes 
only; for complete policy terms and conditions please refer to the 
NOCAD Master Policy. 
 

GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE PROGRAM 

CARRIER 

POLICY PERIOD 

LIMITS OF INSURANCE 

CAMP COVERAGE 

PARTICIPANT/ACCIDENT COVERAGE 

CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE 

COVERAGES 

EXCLUSIONS 

INSURANCE ADMINISTRATOR 

August 1, 2018 - August 1, 2019
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Qualifications
*You must meet all FOUR!

 1. Coached football for 
twenty years at any level. 

 
 2. Previously a MHSFCA 

Member.

 3. Retired from coaching.

 4. Pay a one-time fee of 
$100 

Name ________________________________________________________________________  

Home Address (Street) __________________________________________________________________________  

City, State ZIP+4 _______________________________________________________________  

Phone (H) ____________________________________________________________________  

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________  

School Where Last Coached _____________________________________________________  

Total Years Football Coaching ___________________________________________________

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

 Send to:  Steve Wilson
  3010 Elm St.
  Fruitport, MI 49415

Send to:  Steve Wilson
     3010 Elm Stret
     Fruitport, MI  49415

AFCA
The MHSFCA encourages you to also 
become a member of the national profes-
sional organization for football coaches, 
the American Football Coaches Association.

Find out more and join online at:
www.AFCA.com

NEWSLETTER DELIVERY
Member Newsletters are available online 
only.  If we have your email address, we 
will notify you when the current newslet-
ter is available online at:

www.MHSFCA.com

Contact Steve Wilson with your email 
address at: MHSFCA.website@gmail.com

Membership Application Form

Join MHSFCA / MHSCA / NHSCA ($30)

Name: __________________________________________

School: __________________________________________

Coaching Position: _____________________    Total Years Coaching: ______

Home Address (Street): _________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________

Phone (H): ___________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________

Membership runs January - December
MHSFCA Clinic Registration includes membership.
MHSCA / NOCAD insurance coverage coincides with your membership term.

http://www.afca.com
http://www.mhsfca.com

